CHARLTON & BLACKHEATH AMATEUR

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Society held on

Monday 21st February 2022 at Charlton House SE7, commencing at 7.30 pm.
Vija Vilcins in the Chair. 
1. President's Welcome: The President welcomed members to the AGM and said it was a pleasure for the society to meet face-to-face. He said it was a big opportunity to see what the society is doing, where we are going and the way forward. 

2. Chair's Welcome: Vija thanked the President and welcomed any new members. She reminded members to sign-in and to remember we are having a Plant Sale in May and to take cuttings and grow plants on. There is a visit to Chelsea Physic Garden tomorrow. Opportunity to renew your membership tonight and a reminder to buy a raffle ticket. Vija will

refer to the website which is being renewed by Ali Holder, she invited members to give 

feedback on the website. The AGM will be followed by 'The Rothschild Legacy in  Horticulture' a talk by Melanie Aspey. 
3. To confirm minutes of the 2021 AGM: Due to the Covid-19 restrictions the annual report

for 2021 was sent out to members electronically. 
4. To receive Chair's review of the year:  At the start of 2021 we knew we would still be presenting talks and holding meetings using Zoom although not everyone liked using it. At 

the end of 2021 we had 140  paid up members, with 13 on the waiting list.  Not all of these

are regular attendees and with the use of the smaller space at Charlton House (the Long

Gallery) we are having to monitor numbers carefully. So we are now asking for confirmation          

from members who intend to attend talks. 


Our programme of speakers began on January 18th with Graham Blunt of Plantbase  
talking about exotic plants.  In February our AGM was replaced by a talk from Dr. Catherine        

            Horwood about the life and work of Beth Chatto. In March, Dr. David Marsh gave a talk 
about Elephants in the Jungle. Then in April which would have been our Spring Show, 
   
Adam Pasco spoke about gardening for all seasons. 


Longstanding members will know that we usually hold a plant sale at our monthly meetings 
which gives us a modest income. Instead we held a plant sale in the Long Border at 
Charlton House which raised an amazing £1,897, exceeding the amount raised the 
previous year. £950 was donated to the Greenwich and Bexley Community Hospice. The

           remaining half went towards the walled garden restoration and CABAHS. The event also     
brought together a range of community groups and attracted in excess of 600 people. We 
intend to repeat this success in 2022! 

In June Graham Dear talked to us about the  management of Greenwich Park and the 


impact of Covid and then in July, Dusty Gedge presented a talk about the roof gardens at


IKEA in Greenwich. In August we held our amateur Gardener’s Question Time in the Peace


Garden behind Charlton House. This was attended by over 50 members and Old Pond 


Garden volunteers. Our President, Sir Nicolas Bevan, introduced the panel experts-guest 


panellist Joe Woodcock plus Pat Kane and your Chair. It was an exceptional meeting. As


Sir Nicolas said, this was the first time members had met face-to-face since the beginning 


of the pandemic. To celebrate, it was also a social event with wine and nibbles provided. 

We invited Joe back on 20th September for our Autumn Flower, Fruit and Vegetable 
Display. Joe selected Margaret Turner’s display of dahlias in Class 2 as Best in Show with

 
the winner of Class 7, the Floral Arrangement, selected by popular vote, counting buttons.  

        Our programme of speakers concluded with a talk from Dr. Mark Spencer, ‘Murder Most 
Florid’, on the subject of forensic botany. 


My thanks have to go to Angela for providing us with such good reviews of the talks each 
month and to Sharon and Lynda who have provided these in Angela’s absence. 

Coach trips having been out of the question, Anna arranged two garden visits through car 
shares. The first to Beth Chatto’s garden on June 18th and then another to coincide with 
the plant fair at Hyde Hall on 4th August. Smaller group visits were arranged locally to ‘The 
Gatehouse’ in Eltham (22nd July), which raised a further £301 for the Greenwich and 
Bexley Hospice, to a Grove Park Open Garden (September 18th) and to Sian’s garden 
(October 10th) raising another £251 for Greenwich and Bexley Hospice. 


As usual we had a plant stall at Charlton House’s Horn Fair in October and we raised £760.


The Society aims to create alliances with local groups and there were a number of extra


stalls at the Plant Fair in May and members took part in afternoon tea at the Garrison 


Church in Woolwich in June.  Members and volunteers have also supported Charlton


House with Bunnies in the Beds, and a Halloween Spooky Spiders Trail. 

Vija then mentioned the work carried out in the Old Pond Garden at Charlton House. The 
volunteer scheme begun by CABAHS in 2020 to revive the walled gardens continued in 
2021 with support from both members and the public. A total of 3,744 volunteer hours have 
been spent in the garden and it is looking beautiful. The Old Pond Garden is 90% complete 
and focus has now moved on to the wider Charlton Estate. We received a grant of £5,000 

from the Greenwich Ward Budget, which will ensure the scheme continues into 2022. 

Vija thanked the capable and hard working committee for their help and support and to all 
our members who willingly help out, Thanks as ever to Sir Nicolas for all of his support for 
the work we do. 

5.  To receive Treasurer's report of the year – which will be posted on the website. 

  
Election of Officers. Sir Nicolas gave a warm thank you to Vija and members of the 


committee for doing a very good job on behalf of the society. 


6. Election of Officers & Committee: The President conducted the election of Officers 


and members for the ensuing year.  Election of Chair, Angela Burr proposed and

           Christine Bevan seconded electing Vija Vilcins as Chair and agreed unanimously. 


Election of Vice-Chair, Annie Hart proposed and Terry Graham seconded electing Kathy 


Aitken as Vice-Chair and agreed unanimously. Paula Traquair had stepped down as 


Secretary and Chris Bartleman was unanimously elected. Election of Treasurer, Fran   
Alderson proposed and Terry Graham seconded electing Ron Roffey as Treasurer and 


agreed unanimously. The remaining committee members were all willing to stand for 
another year and Terry Graham, Pat Kane, Anna Lainé, Kay Pemberton, Angela Burr, Lynda 
Fean, were proposed by Juli Field and seconded by Fran Alderson and agreed 
unanimously. Maggie Taylor was willing to stand on the committee and was proposed by 
Annie Hart and seconded by Kathy Aitken. 


Vija commented that the committee is working on all our behalfs. She said Ron keeps us 


all in order and we can always turn to him for advice and help. There is an amendment to 


the constitution which keeps pace with the changing role of CABAHS.

7. To Present Show Table Cup

There is no Show table cup this year and there was none last year because of Covid. 

8. Any Other Business: None. 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.15 pm.

