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Charlton & Blackheath

Amateur Horticultural Society

www.cabahs.wordpress.com
NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2018
Welcome to our 2018 AGM and Bring and Buy Sale. The agenda is as follows:

1. Chair’s welcome.

2. To receive apologies for absence.

3. To confirm the minutes of the 2017 AGM.

4. To receive the Chair’s review of 2017.

5. To receive the Treasurer’s report for 2017.

6. To elect officers and Committee for 2018/2019

7. To announce the Show Table winner

8. Any other business.
Copies of the Treasurer’s annual financial statement and minutes of the 2017 AGM are available.

After the “business” of the evening is finished we hope there will be time to hear from a few members about what they have been doing in their gardens recently. 
We do hope you will be renewing your membership tonight, application forms can be picked up from membership secretary, Ross. Membership cards will be issued next month.
Then please also have a wander around the various Noticeboards, we try to keep them updated and fresh to generate some good garden discussions. The calendar of speakers is on display, thanks to our VP Joyce Snipp for arranging these. All information is also on our website.
Dates for your diary

· Visit Ham House and garden for their terrific snowdrop display.

· Visit Hever Castle and Gardens for spectacular displays of narcissi, with some new plantings

· Visit Osterley Park and House, Isleworth TW7 4RB, for their container plantings of spring bulbs.

· Mottingham Flower Club Feb 21st: Sian Tribe will be demonstrating.

· Annual Food Growing Conference: West Greenwich Library, Feb 21st, see flyer on Noticeboard for full details. CABAHS will have an advertising table there.

· Lindley Library Exhibition: Women in Horticulture until Feb 25th

· Visit Wisley for Butterflies in the Glasshouse, until 4 March.

· 33 different varieties of rare and historic camellias are on display in the conservatory at Chiswick House until 25 March.

· Art for the Environment exhibition at Bow Arts, 181 Bow Road E3 2SJ until 18 March.
For those of you interested in podcasts the National Trust offers an insight into gardens, walks and literary locations around the country in their Garden Podcast 

series which began in 2016. Weekly. Link nationaltrust.org.uk.
Top 10 jobs for February:

1. Prune late flowering clematis cultivars belonging to group 3 (ie ones that flower in late summer on growth made that season) to just above a pair of healthy buds, about 6 – 12 inches above soil level.

2. Lift and divide snowdrops in the green after they have finished flowering. Now is also the time to insert a sneaky bought pot of bulbs if your borders have gaps!

3. Start Fuchsias that have overwintered by repotting and feeding plants with a slow release fertiliser. Dahlias can also be started off in pots now, for early flowering.
4. Inspect sick-looking hollies for signs of disease and prune out affected areas.

5. Prune ‘cool season’ grasses close to ground level, before new growth starts.
6. Prune autumn fruiting raspberry canes to ground level.

7. Start sowing hardy veg seeds now eg beetroot, broad beans, brussels sprouts, leeks, radishes. Sow in modules or pots in an unheated greenhouse or cool windowsill. Early germination means strong plants by planting-out time. Repeat sow every few weeks and keep well watered.
8. Tomatoes and Chillies can be started this month but will need the heat of a propagator or somewhere warm.

9. Tidy strawberry plants, removing old and diseased plants and any remaining runners.

10. Put up a bird box to encourage birds to nest in your garden and keep pests under control.
Please pick up a Feedback Form – yes, we know everyone just loves doing surveys! But seriously, it is very useful for the committee to get your views on any aspect of Society activities. We are always looking for new ideas and ways to improve. And if everything is wonderful – please tell us!
A reminder about the charities we support – each year we donate some of our Plant Sales Table profits to the Greenwich & Bexley Community Hospice, and the Society is also a group member of Perennial, a charity which helps people who work in Horticulture who are in need.  
Our next meeting will be on Monday March 19th in Charlton House Old Library, when our speaker will be Chris Smith, telling us about the Flower Villages of Alsace & Lorraine.
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Happy gardening, Spring is around the corner!
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